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Education Officer 
 

FURTHER PARTICULARS 
 
About the Museum 
 
Cambridge Museum of Technology is an independent museum. It was established in 1968 by a 
group of enthusiasts drawn from the City and University of Cambridge who fought to save the 
town’s Victorian pumping station and its machinery from destruction following its closure.   
 
The 19th century pumping station had been an ingenious solution to the environmental and 
health problems caused by rubbish and sewage produced by Cambridge’s growing population.  
The town’s rubbish was burned to boil water to raise steam which powered engines which 
pumped the sewage away to a farm where it was used as a fertiliser.   
 
The Museum’s founders always wanted to be more than custodians of a historic site, they 
wanted to create a museum of Cambridge technology which would celebrate the world class 
innovation that had taken place in local companies ultimately leading to the proliferation of high-
tech firms and the Cambridge Phenomenon. 
 
Over the years, the volunteers have worked to maintain the site in order to provide a home for 
the collections. They have brought much of the original pumping station equipment, including 
boilers, pumps and engines, back to working order.  They have also assembled a collection of 
objects reflecting the diverse industries present in Cambridge over the last three hundred years.   
The collection numbers over 1400 objects which range from massive steam engines to 
precision scientific instruments.  
 
The Museum has been run by volunteers since its foundation, assisted by a paid museum 
professional for the past ten years.  During this time it has made steady progress, gaining full 
Accreditation and securing various grants to help it develop its governance and operations.  
This culminated in the award of a major grant from Heritage Lottery Fund to deliver the Sewage, 
Steam and Semiconductors project which will bring the Museum firmly into the 21st century and 
provide a significant addition to Cambridge’s cultural offering. 
 
 
Sewage, Steam and Semiconductors: Preserving the Industrial History of Cambridge 
 
This project is about the transformation of the museum. 
 
We will use our site and collections to reveal Cambridge’s industrial history, a fascinating but 
often overlooked part of our local heritage.  We will use the pumping station to link to current 
issues of waste disposal, water and energy use.   
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We want to engage new audiences, including young people and particularly girls and women, to 
spark interest in local industrial and technological history as well as breaking down barriers to 
engagement with science, technology and engineering.  
 
We will carry out a collection review so that we understand what we are caring for and can plan 
to look after our holdings properly.  We will use our collections to underpin activities including 
learning programmes, oral history projects, special exhibitions and events.  
 
We will continue to be a working museum and will restore our historic boiler and provide a new 
boiler so that the pumping station, which includes some globally unique features, can be 
brought back to life.  
 
We will improve our visitors’ experiences by upgrading access, interpretation, and the general 
visitor facilities such as the provision of new toilets and a café/shop.  
 
We will create a new learning and exhibition space and workspaces for staff and volunteers.   
The exhibition space will highlight 20th century industry in Cambridge, in particular the work of 
Pye and Cambridge Scientific Instrument Company, two world class companies operating in 
Cambridge.   
 
The project will employ a Curator, Assistant Curator, Education Officer and Community 
Engagement Coordinator to work with the volunteers and external consultants to deliver this 
exciting project.   
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