
                           

 

Cambridge Museum of Technology – Oral History Interviewers 

Cambridge Museum of Technology is an independent museum based in the city’s former sewage 
pumping station. Its collections range from 19th-century steam engines to 20th-century scientific 
instruments and telecommunications equipment, all with a strong local connection. 

Recently, the Museum was awarded £1.57m from the Heritage Lottery Fund to transform the Museum. 
The redevelopment will include repairing the historic boiler system to run the steam engines, improving 
visitor facilities and disabled access, and creating new displays on local industries and technology. 

In order to create these new displays, we need to undertake research on local companies and industries, 
and draw out personal stories about the people who worked in them. The Museum already has a good 
collection of oral histories from people who worked at local companies Pye and Marshalls and we would 
like to extend this to other companies. 

We are looking for volunteers to collect and record oral histories with people who worked at Cambridge 
Instrument Company. The interviews will be used to augment our new displays, for further research on 
the company and our collection, to provide engaging online content, and form the inspiration for a 
number of community activities. 

We will provide full training covering the ethics and uses of oral history, as well as using digital recording 
equipment. We will pay reasonable travel expenses for interviews outside Cambridge. 

 

Main duties and responsibilities 

 Undertaking some preparation work for each interview 

 Visiting interviewees in their own home, or a location to be agreed, to record an oral history 
interview, usually one to two hours in duration 

 Transcribing the interviews (optional) 
 
Time commitment 

We anticipate volunteers will need to offer approximately three hours per week, to allow for 
preparation and interview time. 

 
We are looking for people who… 

 Are good listeners and communicators 

 Are willing to use digital equipment (with training) 

 Are enthusiastic about local history 

 Have some technical knowledge (desirable) 
 
 
 



What you will gain 

 Experience of conducting and recording oral history interviews 

 CV building (and possible reference) 

 

How to apply: 

Please complete our Expression of Interest form (http://www.museumoftechnology.com/volunteering/) 
and send it to info@museumoftechnology.com. Please include details of your relevant skills and 
experience and any technical knowledge you have. The posting will remain open until the positions have 
been filled. 
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