
                           

 

Cambridge Museum of Technology – Volunteer Researchers 

Cambridge Museum of Technology is an independent museum based in the city’s former sewage 
pumping station. Its collections range from 19th-century steam engines to 20th-century scientific 
instruments and telecommunications equipment, all with a strong local connection. 

Recently, the Museum was awarded a major grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund to transform the 
Museum. The redevelopment will include repairing the historic boiler system to run the steam engines, 
improving visitor facilities and disabled access, and creating new displays on local industries and 
technology. 

In order to create these new displays, we need to undertake detailed, archival research on local 
companies and industries, and draw out the stories we would like to tell in our museum. The research 
will underpin all our new displays, as well as being a resource for future museum activities and 
temporary exhibitions. 

 

We are looking for volunteers to research the following local companies and industries: 

 The Headlys were one of the major iron founding families of Cambridge. They were also 
ironmongers, steam engine builders, implement makers, and inventors. From the 1770s, the 
Headlys had a premises on Market Hill. However, following a fire in 1846, the Eagle Foundry was 
moved from Market Place to Mill Road. They also had a premises on Thompson’s Lane until the 
1840s and in 1883, E Headly and Son set up the Exchange Iron Works (foundry) in Nectaries 
Road. In 1907, the last Headly ironfounder died, but the business (Headly and Edwards by this 
time) continued until 1932 when it went into liquidation. 

 Swann Hurrell was an important ironmongers on Market Street in the mid to late 1800s. The 
same family ran the ironmongers on the site for over 280 years, although their family name 
changed (from Finch, Swann Hurrell, to Beales, to Mackintosh). It closed in 1962. 

 The Cambridge Gas Works off Newmarket Road were built by John Grafton in the late 1820s, 
close to the river so that coal could easily be loaded off barges. The gasholders that were 
erected in the 1920s dominated the skyline for many years. The Gas Works were closed in the 
1970s and demolished in 2000. 

 Chivers and Sons was a jam and preserve making business in Histon, which was set up in 1873 
and became one of the largest preserve manufacturers in Britain during the 20th century. 
Chivers were one of the first companies to use cans and their chief engineer, Charles Lack, 
developed renowned canning machinery. Their factory also had its own paintshop, coopers, 
blacksmiths, and carpenters. Chivers was sold to Scheppes in 1959. 

 Brewing and breweries have an important history in Cambridge. Breweries included in our 
displays are Pampisford Brewery, Star Brewery, Barker and Wadsworth, Lincolne & Son, Bailey & 
Tebbutt, and Wadsworth & Sons. 
 



 Charles Lack and Co. of Cottenham were renowned as well sinkers and borers. They were also 
general engineers and iron founders. The company was founded as an engineering firm in the 
1860s and was renamed Charles Lack and Sons in 1916. The son of Charles Lack went on to 
become Chief Engineer at Chivers and Sons factory in Histon. 

 Cambridge Scientific Instrument Company – Cambridge Scientific Instrument Company was 
formed in 1881 to make equipment for University of Cambridge departments. The company 
became a pioneer in scientific, electrical, and medical instruments. 

Archives and information on these companies and industries are held in Cambridge University Library, 
the Cambridgeshire Collection at Cambridge Central Library, the Cambridgeshire County Record Office, 
and local museums. There may also be important documents in the National Archives at Kew and 
elsewhere. Travel expenses out of Cambridge would be reimbursed. 

 

What we want to learn from the research: 

 The history of the company/industry 

 Who the key people were 

 What the role of women was 

 The impact of the company/industry on people’s lives (locally and nationally) 

 What innovation there was in the company/industry 

 What role did the company/industry play in wartime 

We need the research to be fully referenced, with a full bibliography of material and where it is held. We 
would also like a list of relevant, interesting photographs. 

 

What you will gain: 

 Experience of detailed, archival research 

 CV building (and possible reference) 

 

How to apply: 

Please complete our Expression of Interest form (http://www.museumoftechnology.com/volunteering/) 
and send it to info@museumoftechnology.com. Please include details of your research experience and 
which companies/industries you would be interested in researching. Some companies/industries will 
need more than one researcher, so you can apply with someone else or we will match you up if 
neccessary. The posting will remain open until the positions have been filled. 
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